April 13, 2013 is a remarkable
day in the history of both the PCF and
the municipality of Babatngon, for
this is in this very moment that a mu-
tual undertaking to protect and pre-
serve our environment while helping
the constituents will take place.
“Adopt an Ecosystem” is a carefully-
planned project conceived by PCF as
it celebrates its 15 year of continued
service to its members and other cli-
ents. Many places where considered
to where this project will be made.
After a series of consultation and
careful study, Babatngon, Leyte be-
came the first choice for many benefi-
cial reasons. Considering that this pro-
ject aims primarily to protect our ma-
rine environment, we chose this place
because of her being a coastal munici-
pality and close to the highly-
urbanized city of Tacloban. A group of
stakeholders conducted on-site visit
during the early part of this year for
them to be able to appraise the place

and to determine what specific inter-
vention would be done. Last March,
we conducted a consultative meeting
with some leaders and officials of this
town to present our plans and to so-
licit some ideas from them that even-
tually brought us here now in this
launching. Personally, | was more
challenged and excited to actively
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participate in this endeavor because
of the eagerness and sincerity of the
officials and ordinary folks that we
have conferred with in the planning
stage. Above all, the hospital and for
the concern of the mother nature of
Babatngonanons made me more ex-
cited to be a part of the group.

Why ecosystem? This activity reflects
one principle of cooperative which is
“concern for the community.” Our
own experiences and from what we
have read and seen vividly tell us that
we must do individually and collec-
tively to protect our environment. We
are suffering enormously because of
environmental degradation, because
we failed to take good care of the re-
sources given to us by God. Every
time it continuously rains, people in
lowland areas and coastal areas be-
came so scared because heavy floods,
landslides and soil erosion become
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However, the situation at present
tells us that these resources are no
longer more abundant than before
not because of the practice and atti-
tude of people in getting these water
resources.

Our careful study of the situation has
finally dictates us that we must do
something to protect our marine envi-
ronment. In the past and even until
now, we found out that there is a
group that is into this Mangrove Prop-
agules Planting, and yet we realized
that there is a need for us to collec-
tively do more. As what we usually
say in our Coop, together, we're best!
We will be launching this noble pro-
ject today with high hopes that we
will be able to bring significant impact
in the lives of the people of this town
and of the other neighboring places.
Studies show that mangrove forests
are the breeding and nursery grounds
for a number of marine organisms,
fishes, shrimps, crabs, shells and oth-
ers. Nagl al aum
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Mangroves protect shorelines from
damaging storm and strong winds,
waves and floods. They are buffers
between land and sea. Coastlines
throughout the world are facing seri-
ous problems of coastal erosion and
threat of rising sea levels due to glob-
al warming that have increased the
threats by several folds. Mangroves
not only help in preventing soil ero-
sion but also act as a catalyst in re-
claiming land from seas. Da mo n
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We have identified a certain area
where we will plant propagules and
we will request the people especially
those living close to that area to se-
cure the place from intruders and to
those who will engage in activities
that would prevent these seedlings to
grow healthy. Planting propagules is
just one of the many activities we
would like to introduce. PCF is con-
ceiving a workable scheme, which
may happen in the near future that
while these people are serving as en-
vironment vanguards, livelihood pro-
jects maybe introduced based on
their skills and needs or probably con-
duct skills trainings that would en-
hance their capabilities and imbibed
the virtue of self-reliance and self-
confidence.
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